










ST. MARY CATHEDRAL
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT – GAUDETE, REJOICE (Rose vestment)
“John had preached a fiery message about the one who
was to come and separate wheat from chaff, destroying all
that did not bear fruit. Even though he had acknowledged
John’s ministry of baptism, Jesus’ preaching and practice
were very different from John’s. Therefore, what we have
in this reading is something of a trial. John asks Jesus for a
testimony: are you the real thing?
“This incident offers one of the New Testament’s clearest
reflections on conflicting ideas of what it meant to be the
Messiah. John was in prison precisely for being true to his
vocation. He had denounced the immorality of a powerful,
manipulable man and was suffering the consequences.
Probably knowing he would never leave that place alive, he
wondered what was to come of his mission. Had he been
correct that God’s judgment was imminent? Was Jesus
God’s chosen one or not? Implicit in the question is the
presumption that Jesus was not living up to John’s expectations.
“When John’s disciples approached Jesus they asked the
question and got no direct answer. Instead, Jesus told them
to pay attention to what was right there to be heard and
seen. Jesus would not define his identity based on someone
else’s criteria. He consistently refused to fit any messianic
job description people laid out for him. Rather than give
himself any title or role, he did just what John the Baptist
had required of his followers: he described the fruits of his
ministry and invited John and the others to make their judgment on the basis of his works.” (Preaching Resources: Celebration: 12/11/16, The Signs of Salvation by Mary M. McGlone, p.3.)

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
Aging religious need your help. Senior Catholic sisters,
brothers, and religious order priests have offered their lives
in service to others – educating the young, comforting the
sick, seeking justice for the oppressed. Today, many are
frail, elderly, and in need of assistance. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious helps to furnish medications,
nursing care, and other necessities. Please be generous with
your donation this weekend.
If you came to church today unprepared to make a donation to this annual appeal, be assured that next weekend is
not too late.
There is a special blue and white envelope designated for
this collection in among the December weekend envelopes
in your bi-monthly packet of envelopes.
WITNESS TO HOPE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
We will continue to report on the outstanding generosity
of those who have been able to make a one-time gift or several-year pledge to the Diocesan-wide Witness to HOPE
Capital Campaign.
As of this writing we have received 181 responses which
have totaled $611,210 toward our goal of $557,730. Those
additional dollars above our goal once our goal is actually
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received, will come back to us as 65 cents on the dollar,
rather than the 35 cents on the first 557,730 dollars.
Any parishioners who have planned to make a gift or a
pledge but just haven’t gotten to it yet are in that extraordinary position of edging us toward the point (120% of our
goal --- we are at 110% now) when every bit of every dollar
will come back to us. The dollar figure we will have to hit
to make that happen is $669,276. Currently we are $58,066
shy of that percentage. It’s not out of the question!
If some households are hesitant about or unable to make a
large gift or pledge to this Campaign, perhaps I can ask you
to consider still making your annual “DSA gift/pledge” to
this drive this year since we will not be conducting DSA
this next Lenten season.
Some seniors may not want to pledge out as far as five
years, yet understand the purpose of this Campaign, especially the idea of endowments that generate spendable dollars for generations to come. I understand completely.
Perhaps a one-time gift is more appropriate. Another option is a Legacy gift through remembrance in your Will.
We would be glad to speak with your about any questions
you might have regarding a Legacy or future gift.
REGIONAL ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES TODAY, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 … At 2:00 pm at both
St. Thomas Aquinas Church in East Lansing and St. Gerard
Church on West Willow in Lansing, priests from the Lansing and greater-Lansing area will come together to offer
the faithful an opportunity to prepare for the coming of the
Lord through the Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession.
Preparation for the sacrament will happen all together in
the communal setting with the opportunity to then meet individually with any one of the priests available.
Individual celebration of the Sacrament is available
each Saturday (EXCEPT SATURDAY, DECEMBER
24, CHRISTMAS EVE – AND SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, NEW YEAR’S EVE) from 2:00 – 3:30pm, and
most Thursdays from 11:30am until all are heard.

~Fr. B

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE
TODAY, Sunday, December 11, the Lansing area priests
will come together at St. Gerard Parish on West Willow,
and St. Thomas Parish in East Lansing, to celebrate the
Regional Advent Communal Penance Services. Both
begin at 2pm.

3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 11, 2016
ADVENT VESPERS

Monday, December 12
12:05 Intentions of 1963 Breakfast Club of
Resurrection
Tuesday, December 13
8:00 +Dolores Long
12:05 +John Forte & +Roseanne Cariano by Bill &
Elena Keller
5:15 Special Intentions of Rose Rowan
Wednesday, December 14
8:00 +M.A. Kromenaker & Family
12:05 +Assunta Pecora by Ron Becker
Thursday, December 15
8:00 +Conrad Malloy by Thursday Morning Girls
12:05 +Debra McDowell Silsby by Pat & Bob Heriford
Friday, December 16
12:05 Memorial Mass Association
Saturday, December 17
8:00 +Suzanne Cavanaugh
4:00 People of the Parish
Sunday, December 18
8:30 Kathy Franklin by Greta Oostmeyer
11:00 +Paul Flores by Family

December 18, 2016
+4th Sunday of Advent+

Isaiah 7: 10-14
Romans 1: 1-7
Matthew 1: 18-24

OUR WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Weekend of 12/4
Envelopes

$9,646.00

E-Giving

$735.00

Non Envelopes

$1,645.21

Candle

$94.05

Youth

$4.48
$12,124.74

Total
Capital
Improvements

$210.00

Remembrance
Remember your
loved ones with a
Sanctuary Candle.
$10.00

Each Sunday of Advent at 5:15pm, Vespers are prayed in
the chapel. Please join us.

PRE-CHRISTMAS CHURCH CLEANING “BEE”
Wednesday, December 14, we ask the help of any available men and women who can spend a little time, starting at 1pm, to clean the pews and chairs in church. We
will supply the supplies you will need. Please call 4845331 if you are able to help so we know who to expect.
We also will gladly accept any last minute walk-ins!
SHARED PREGNANCY DRIVE
The Knights of Columbus have set up a crib in the back of
church for our annual Advent drive to collect items for
Shared Pregnancy. As in past years, copies of a list of
needed items are in the crib. Please help us help them so
they can provide guidance and assistance to women who
are experiencing an unexpected or challenging pregnancy.
As Mary eagerly anticipated the birth of Jesus, let us bring
some peace to the hearts of these struggling parents so
they may experience joyful anticipation for their own
children.

Attention Catholic High School Senior Football Players!:
Do you want to continue your football career at the collegiate level while getting a first class Catholic education? Then Ave Maria University (AMU) is for you! AMU
(near Naples, FL) is offering a Michigan Scholarship to
local Catholic students (who qualify) worth $28,000 over
4 years, making a Catholic education affordable, plus
possible additional academic and athletic scholarship
money available. If interested, you are also invited to participate in the AMU Michigan Football Fly-In 2017
which is a free college visit to AMU January 26 - 29
including airfare, lodging, food, etc. Limited spots available! For more information or to apply for the Football FlyIn, visit: www.avemariafoundation.org.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
In today’s Gospel Jesus tells us that the good news can
be seen, touched felt and heard through the lives of
God’s people. We are now charged to take up the ministry of Jesus’, but we can’t just ask people to take our
word for it; our actions must speak for us. Members of
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul invite you to share in
their ministry of experiencing God in serving people living
in poverty. We see Christ in the poor because Jesus told
us “whatever you do to the least of my brothers and sisters you do for me.” Come join us next Wednesday at
6pm on the 2nd floor of the Parish Center to learn more.
Contact the rectory office at 484-5331 to leave a message for Vincentian to contact you.

– St. Mary Monthly Memorial & Intentions –

Grand Pointe
Marina

RESTAURANT

646-6733

2006 W WILLOW

DeLUCA’S

Home of Lansing’s
Finest Pizza...

• COCKTAILS • IMPORTED WINES
• INGREDIENTS FRESH DAILY

7086 Creyts Road

Mildred Debnar
William Rademacher Family
Alvarado Family
Robert Stump Family
Anthony Puckey
Leo Balcer

Bruce Brennan Family
Matthews-Thomas Families
Gary Andrew
Dummer Family
Salerno Family
Albert Debnar

The Toffolo Family
Jim Pecora
Alex A. Robel
Celestine M. Robel
Joyce J. Robel
Thomas A. Robel

Mon. - Thurs. 11 am - 10 pm • Fri. & Sat. 11 am - 10:30 pm

487-6087

MARK M. JOHNSTON, DDS
Parishioner

The ONE store for your perfect floor

1850 W Mt. Hope - Suite 1

1201 E. Saginaw St.

482-4623

482-1455

New Patients Always Welcome

www.maloneycarpetonelansing.com

www.mmjdds.com

www.drgmaxsonsmilesource.com
(517) 485-5738

BORNOR RESTORATION, INC
501 Marshall Street
Lansing, MI 48912

Admissions: 517-267-2102
www.lansingcatholic.org

Generac Standby Generators
“PowerPro Elite” Dealer

525 Filley • 517- 482-1625

Building & Structure Preservation
& Restoration Service
Commercial — Industrial — Historic

GreGory M. Maxson, d.d.s., P.C.
Preventative and restorative dentistry

1500 West Saginaw

Electrical Service

© 2012 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.

517-482-0608

NY CS 7181356 BC006 10/12
GP10-01505P-N06/10

Joseph V Perrone of The Perrone Lewis Group
First Vice President
Wealth Advisor
2900 WEST ROAD
East Lansing, MI 48823
+1 517 324-8008

FDHayes.com

Bruce Woodhull
Haun Family
Marshall E. Davis
Karl G. Zipple Sr. Family

MID-MICHIGAN’S FINEST

LANSING

Come and see what we’re all about
IN BUSINESS FOR 46 YEARS

Lance Lynch - Parishioner

482-1651

Locally Owned

485-9466

Estate Attorney

737 N. Grand • Lansing

482-0882

820 Charlevoix Dr. • Grand Ledge

323-7366

622-4000

4104 W St. Joe Hwy., Lansing

Lansing’s Professional Pharmacy

better water.
pure and simple.™

OF
LANSING

- Water Conditioning

- Water Coolers
- Bottled Water
Sales - Rentals - Service
393-1900

Allen R. & Susan M. Jensen
Owners

GORSLINE RUNCIMAN

LANSING CHAPEL, 520 E Mt. Hope • 484-5349

DEWITT
EAST LANSING LANSING
MASON
WILLIAMSTON
517-669-6465 517-337-9745 517-482-1533 517-676-2447 517-655-2158

DELTA CHAPEL, 6020 W Saginaw • 323-7890

3460 Dunckel Rd.

HEATING  COOLING
PLUMBING
Same Day Service
Tom Eifert - Parishioner

484-9944

www.theifert.com

HOLT DELHI CHAPEL, 5035 Holt Rd. • 517-268-1000

Full serVIce asphalt paVIng & ManuFacturIng FacIlItY
IndustrIal • MunIcIpal • churches

parking lots, roads & repairs
hot mix asphalt available year around

award winning, michigan owned and operated
3888 South Canal Road
lanSing

www . SupeRioRa Sphalt . Com

694-2631

428 N Cedar

• Wills • TrusTs • ProbaTe
Doyle Law PC

GRFuneralHomes.com

HOLT/DELHI

(1 Block N of Lugnut’s Stadium)

THOMAS A. DOYLE

FUNERAL HOMES

Lansing, MI 48915

PATCH
DIS
SPORTS PUB & GRILL

Indoor / Outdoor Patios
Game Rooms • TVs • Sports
Make DISPATCH
Your Party Place!

Best Friday Fish Fry!
Great Steaks
Subs & Pizzas
SERVICE BEYOND THE SURFACE

484-7940

3004 W Main St.

3232 W SAGINAW
321-2211

Kevin C. Schaible
Paul Tate - Area Manager

